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of whom nine were women, lost their lives upon the guillotine,
in the depaitment which had defied the Convention 1 This
mildness has been generally attributed to the romantic in-
fluence exercised over him by Theresa cle Fontenay, the most
beautiful woman of her time, and though it may have been
exaggerated, there can be no doubt that, after he met her, the
stringency of the Teiror was relaxed. Theresa de Fontenay,
who by her merciful influence over Tallien obtained the
sobriquet of " Our Lady of Mercy/'2 was the daughter of
Francis Cabarrus, the famous banker and finance minister of
Spain, who had first introduced paper money into that king-
dom and established the bank of Saint Charles at Madrid,
and had been married in 1788, when only fourteen yeais old,
to the elderly Comte de Fontenay, a councillor of the Parle-
ment of Bordeaux, Her beauty and wit had made her an
ornament of Parisian society in the early years of the Revo-
lution, and she had at first shared in all the aspirations of the
revolutionary party But the increasing rigour of the revo-
lutionary government made it necessary for her and her
husband to escape to her father in Spain. They got only as
far as Bordeaux, when they were arrested as suspects, and it
was as a prisoner at Bordeaux that she first met Tallien. He
fell in love with her, and after releasing her husband, on con-
dition of his applying for a divorce, she consented to become
first his mistress and then his wife. It must have been a
strange spectacle to see a young man of twenty-four and a
girl of nineteen disposing absolutely of the lives and property
of the inhabitants of one of the greatest cities in France,
Many people, including, for instance, Madame de Valence,
daughter of the Comtcsse de Genlis, confessed in after-days that
they owed their lives to her intercession This connection of
Tallien's and his clemency were by no means pleasing to the
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2  Notre Dainr de Thwniulor, by Arsone Houssaye, Paris, 1866 ; a wordy
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